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Senate 
(Legislative day of Tuesday, April 5, 2011) 

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m., on the 
expiration of the recess, and was called 
to order by the Honorable KIRSTEN E. 
GILLIBRAND, a Senator from the State 
of New York. 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Merciful Father, who put into our 

hearts such deep desires that we can-
not be at peace until we rest in You, 
remove from our lives anything that 
would seek to separate us from You. 

Lord, lead our lawmakers to make 
courageous decisions based upon con-
science and duty. May they refuse to 
do anything that threatens the long- 
term security of this Nation, as they 
strive to follow the right path as You 
give them the light to see it. Give them 
wisdom and courage for the living of 
these days. Impart Your wisdom so 
they will know what to do and bestow 
Your courage so they will possess the 
resolve to act on what they believe. 

We pray in Your sovereign Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Honorable KIRSTEN E. 

GILLIBRAND led the Pledge of Alle-
giance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. INOUYE). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, April 6, 2011. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable KIRSTEN E. 
GILLIBRAND, a Senator from the State of New 
York, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

DANIEL K. INOUYE, 
President pro tempore. 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND thereupon as-
sumed the chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Madam President, last 
night we were finally able to arrive at 
an agreement on the small business 
jobs bill—or at least a way to get rid of 
some very important amendments that 
we will vote on around 4 o’clock this 
afternoon. There will be seven rollcall 
votes. 

This morning, there will be a period 
of morning business until 11 a.m., with 
the time until 10:40 a.m. equally di-
vided and controlled between the ma-
jority and the Republicans. The major-
ity will control the first half and the 
Republicans will control the final half. 
At 10:40 a.m., Senator AYOTTE will give 
her maiden speech to the Senate. 

f 

BUDGET NEGOTIATIONS 

Mr. REID. Madam President, as the 
deadline looms, our budget negotia-
tions continue nonstop. The Speaker 
and I met with the President yesterday 
morning, and we met with one another 
yesterday afternoon. As in any ongoing 
negotiation, the status of those talks is 
constantly evolving, but I will give the 
Senate a snapshot of where we stand at 
this moment in time. 

The bottom line has always been the 
same, and it is this: We want to avoid 

a shutdown. We want to pass a budget 
that makes smart cuts—cuts that save 
money but that don’t cost jobs. This 
has been our bottom line throughout 
this process. So we have made some 
tough choices. We have made those 
choices because we know at this late 
stage of the game reality is more im-
portant than ideology. We know sac-
rifices are the cost of consensus, and 
we think they are worth it. Our bottom 
line hasn’t changed because our objec-
tive hasn’t changed. We want to keep 
the country running and keep the mo-
mentum of an economic recovery that 
is creating jobs. 

I wish I could say the same about 
those on the other side of the negoti-
ating table. The Republicans’ bottom 
line has changed at almost every turn. 
First, Republicans refused to negotiate 
until we tried it their way. We gave the 
reckless House-passed proposal a vote. 
The Senate resoundingly rejected it. 
Then, once talks began, Republicans 
staked out their position. They asked 
for $73 billion in cuts. When we said: 
Let’s meet in the middle, they said no. 
Then we said: In the interest of getting 
this done, we will agree to your num-
ber, and they still said no. Republicans 
refused to take yes for an answer. 
Every time we have agreed to meet in 
the middle, they have moved where the 
middle is. They said no when we met 
them halfway, and now they say: It is 
our way or the highway. 

That is no way to move forward. 
People ask: Why is this so difficult? 

They ask: Can’t you just get it done? I 
understand how they feel, and I share 
their frustrations, but this is why it is 
so tough. It is like trying to kick a 
field goal and the goalposts keep mov-
ing. 

The Democrats’ bottom line has not 
changed. The Republicans’ bottom line 
hasn’t stayed still. Our bottom line 
hasn’t changed because our priorities 
have not changed. We all want to lower 
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